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Zheng Bo cultivates kinship with
plants, through dance, film, and
drawing. During his extensive visits
to different natural habitats around
the UAE in the summer of 2022,

Bo was captivated by the umbrella
thorn acacia tree, known locally

as Samr, Samur or Salam. For his
Artist's Garden commission, Bo
choreographed a dance with two
human dancers and a Samur tree as
a way to understand and reconnect
with the land and the tree. The dance
pays homage to the tree’s tenacity
and strength — the vibrancy of its
branches, the delicacy of its leaves,
and the defensiveness of its thorns.
The performance is presented here
as a film installation set within a
landscape of indigenous plants that
thrive in the desert.

Samur, Dancer

(scientific name Vachellia tortilis)

The Samur tree, also known as the
Umbrella Thorn Accacia, is a long-living
species found in the UAE desert, the
Arabian peninsula and across Africa. It
can live up to a century or more. Blooming
from April to November, the Samur
provides a source of nectar for honey
bees, while its leaves and seeds are used
in the preparation of folk remedies

and medicines.

Rei Kassandra Co, Dancer

Rei moved to Dubai from the Philippines
when she was three months old. She
began her training with Sima Dance
Company at the age of 9 and started
dancing professionally at the age of 12,
during Al Quoz Arts Festival and
Fujairah International Arts Festival. Her
training includes Ballet, Modern Jazz and
Contemporary Dance. Currently she

teaches Hip Hop and Contemporary
Dance and is a lead artist at Sima Dance
Company.

Zain Alabidin Soliman, Dancer

Zain is a choreographer and
contemporary dancer from Aleppo, Syria.
He moved to the UAE in the autumn of
2022. He has a bachelor's degree in dance
from the Higher Institute of Dramatic
Arts in Syria and is currently completing a
degree in acting and choreography at the
Sharjah Performing Arts Academy.

Zheng Bo, Artist

Bo grew up in Beijing, China and now
lives on Lantau Island, Hong Kong.
Through drawing, dance and film, he
cultivates intimate relations with plants.
For him, art does not arise from human
creativity but from more-than-human
vibrancy. Guided by Daoist wisdom, he
grows weedy gardens, living slogans,
films, and ecoequality workshops. The
diverse projects, alive and entangled
constitute a garden where he collaborates
with human and nonhuman thinkers
and activists. His ecological art practice
contributes to emergent planetary
indigeneity.

Nadine El Khoury, Curator

Nadine works with the Exhibitions and
Collections teams on researching,
developing and producing exhibitions and
publications for Jameel Arts Centre,
Dubai, and Hayy Jameel, Jeddah. Nadine
has a passion for botany and ecology.
She notably focuses on the Artist's
Garden commissions and convened
Shifting Earth, a biennial symposium
looking at the plants and their wider
ecologies
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Dancers: Samur, Rei Kassandra (;@r:"’w
and Zain Alabidin Solima
Ecosensibility: Zher‘j'gd o
Cinematographer: Mark Hobson
Assisted by: Veronika Hobson
Sound: Simon Charles
Postproduction: Mark Hobson
Curator: Nadine El Khoury
Graphic Designer: Dina Al Khatib
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Drawing of the Samur tree by Zheng Bo, 6 January 2023
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Types of plants in the garden

The garden reflects the desert
biodiversity and ecosystems in the
region. Its ever changing growing,
flowering, and fruiting, celebrates
more-than-human flourishing. Over
millions of years, these plants have
adapted to survive and thrive in harsh
drought conditions, while providing
food, medicine, shelter and joy for
humans and non-humans alike.

Artemisia absinthium
Artemisia seberi
Boerhavia diffusa
Capparis cartilaginea
Caralluma arabica
Euphoria lavica

Farestia eagyptia
Halophylon salicornicum
Halyphyllum tuberculatum
Orchrademus aucheri
Peganum harmala
Periploca aphylla
Preropyrum scoparium
Rhazya stricta

Tephrosia apollinea
Teucrium stocksianum
Calligonum comosum
Calligonum cinitum

Leptademia pyrotechnica
Salvadora persica
Tamarix nelotica

Acacia tortilis

Zizyphus jujuba
Lawsonia inermis
Acacia ehrenbergiana
Triraphis pumilio
Rhanterium epapposum
Tamarindus indica
Cappanis spinosa
Grewia tenaz

Alhagi maurorum
Ochraderus arabicus
Encelia farinosa
Boswellia sacra
Zygophyllum coccineum
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Drawing of the desert plant by Zheng Bo, 6 January 2023
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Alush garden of daffodils and essences
Became a feast to the eyes and senses
A place where the morning sunshine
Meets the sunset rays to intertwine
Brothers whose mother is the Sun of bright

N

And their father was the Moon of the night

But they drank the nectars until blackout
So they started a fight of fist and shout
Then they asked the breeze: Please do not tell!

But it told their secrets, and taught them well

So much that the dew shed a few tears
As it knew the flowers for years and years

Ibn Sara Al-Andalusi (d. 1123)
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